
 
 

 
Illumina Pilot Grant Program at UW Madison Core Facility 2022 

 
 
 
The UW Madison Core Facility is driven to support genomics research within the University of Wisconsin System. In 
recognition of this mission, our team continues to develop ways to best serve our customers. We are excited to announce a 
new program to assist investigators in preparation for the next rounds of NIH/NSF grant proposals.  
 
Our team has partnered with Illumina to expand the impact of our sequencing services within the UW System. To that 
end, Illumina will provide a limited quantity of sequencing reagents at no charge to the UW-Madison Biotechnology 
Center. In turn, the UW-Madison Biotechnology Center, will offer pilot grant awards that include free reagents, with the 
only charges being labor and storage fees to help UW investigators generate preliminary data.  
 
A typical award is expected to provide support for 300 - 400 million sequencing reads. This can be used for up to 12 
samples for a typical bulk RNA-seq experiment, or 10,000 cells for single cell RNA-seq. Other NGS applications, 
including whole genome/exome, ChIP-seq, metagenomics, and spatial transcriptomics, are all supported. If needed the 
UW-Madison Biotechnology Center will provide guidance on experimental design. All data and reagents distributed by 
the UW-Madison Biotechnology Center are intended for research purposes only. They are not intended nor certified for 
diagnostic or clinical use.  
 
To apply for this pilot grant program, please submit a one-page project summary along with an NIH-style biosketch for 
the Principal Investigator to UW-Madison Biotechnology’s email address at nextgen-seq@biotech.wisc.edu with the 
subject line “Illumina Pilot Grant Program”. The submission deadline is 10/21/22.  
 
The project summary should include:   
 
1) A high-level summary to provide a perspective for the proposed work;   
 
2) Details on support needed: number of samples, library type (if Illumina library prep kit is needed), read length, and 
depth;   
 
3) Plan for upcoming grant proposal submission(s), including title, type (e.g. NIH R01), date for full proposal submission, 
and classification (New, Competing Renewal, or Resubmission);  
 
4) Please specify how the sequencing requested will strengthen the upcoming submission(s).  
 
Award notices will be provided by 10/28/22. Projects will be evaluated and supported with the reagents and technologies 
that are best fit to the experimental designs. Samples must be submitted by 11/23/22. Grant funds not utilized within 6 
months will be forfeited, but researchers may reapply in the next round. UW-Madison Biotechnology Center will make 
every effort to deliver results in a timely fashion to facilitate full proposal submission, but please be aware that this is not 
guaranteed. Illumina and UW-Madison Biotechnology Center may follow up with awardees on project progress for the 
purpose of generating funding outcome metrics for funding future pilot programs. UW-Madison Biotechnology Center is 
excited to collaborate with Illumina to bring new, high impact studies to the University of Wisconsin System campuses. 


